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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH — ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 

Annual Meeting Agenda  —  Feb 2, 2025 
January 2024  -  December 2024 

 
 

1.  Opening Devotion - Pastor Michael Markwell 
2.  Approval of Agenda 
3.  Approval of 2024 Congregational Annual Meeting Minutes……………… ............ 3 
4.  Treasurer’s Report ……………………………………………………………………..4-7 
5.  Financial Secretary’s Report ................................................................................ 8 
6.  Audit Committee Report ....................................................................................... 9 
7.  Pastor’s Report .................................................................................................... 10-11 
8.  Membership Record ............................................................................................. 12 
9.  President’s Message ............................................................................................ 13 
10.  Task Force Reports  
  a. Outreach Ministry  .......................................................................................... 13 
  b.  Property & Management Committee  .............................................................. 14 
  c.  Children’s Ministry…………………………………………………………………..15 
  d.  Worship and Music………………………………………………………………….16 
11.  Organization Reports 
             a.  Immanuel Lutheran Church Women (ILCW).................................................. 17-18 
12.  Presentation and Adoption of 2025 Budget……………………...…………………..19-20 
13.  New Business 
  a. Council, Boards and Committees:  
         Audit, Investment Advisory, Nominating  
             b. Delegates: Synod Assembly, Delta Conference, Fortune Lake ........................ 22 
14.   Synod Reports  
  a. Fortune Lake Camp Director’s Report ............................................................. 23 
   b. Bishop’s Report ................................................................................................ 24 
15.       Close of Meeting with Prayer 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Annual Congregational Meeting 

2024 Annual Meeting Minutes 
 

February 4, 2024 
 

11:35 Meeting called to order. 
 
46 members in attendance. 
 
Prayer: Pastor Mike 
 
Motion to accept agenda: Jodi Chouinard/Linda Mason. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to conduct Annual Meeting: Judi LaCosse/Dave Mason. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept treasurer’s report: Dave Mason/Terry Anderson. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept reports: Linda Mason/Sandy Sovey. Motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve budget: Ralph Johnson/Jim Franks. Motion carried. 
 
Dave Mason and Gloria Johnson added to council motion to close nominations. Moved by Linda Ma-
son and Patty Woerpel. Motion carried.  
 
Motion to close secretary nominations and accept new nominations: Judi LaCosse/Don Woerpel. 
Motion carried.  
 
Nominations for open investments – Dick LaCosse Synod Conference meeting Saturday in May. 
 
Craig Woerpel – Self nomination. 
 
Judi LaCosse – Self nomination. 
 
Fortune Lake delegate Sunday afternoon. 
 
Sandy Sovey – Self nomination. 
 
Nomination Committee: Katie Stewart, Ralph Johnson. 
 
Motion to accept ballot: Kathy Stewart/Maria Caron.  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Motion to adjourn: Dave Mason/Ralph Johnson. Motion Carried. 

 

 



2024 Annual Report Page 4 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

(Continued on next pages) 
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(Continued) 
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(Continued) 
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(Continued) 

*Report filed before 4th quarter. Thrivant report not available. 
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Financial Secretary’s Report – End of the Fiscal Year (January 1, 2024– December 31, 2024) 

Giving 0 ............................. 0 
 
Under $1 ........................... 3 
 
$1-2 ................................... 6 
 
$3-4 ................................... 6 
 
$5-6 ................................... 7 
 
$7-8 ................................... 3 
 
$9-10 ................................. 2 
 
$11-12 ............................... 0 
 
$13-14 ............................... 1 
 
$15-16 ............................... 0  

$17-18 ............................... 1 
 
$19-20 ............................... 3 
 
$21-22 ............................... 1 
 
$23-24 ............................... 2 
 
$25-26 ............................... 0 
 
$27-28 ............................... 1 
 
$29-30 ............................... 3 
 
$31-35 ............................... 2 
 
$36-40 ............................... 0 
 
$41-45 ............................... 3 

$46-50 .............................. 5 
 
$51-55 .............................. 5 
 
$56-60 .............................. 1 
 
$61-70 .............................. 3 
 
$71-80 .............................. 5 
 
$81-90 .............................. 3 
 
over $90 ............................ 5 
 
 
 
 
Total Giving Units ........... 71 

Financial Secretary’s Report 

Average Weekly Household Giving 



2024 Annual Report Page 9 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Audit Committee 

Reporting for: 
 January – December 2023 

 

During the months of October, November and December 2024 we performed the Audit of the Treas-
urer and Financial Secretary’s records for the year 2023, following in accordance with procedures 
recommended by the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  
Random months for receipts and expenditures have been reviewed and traced.  Receipts traced 
from weekly Sunday deposit reports to the bank statement and posting of fund designation.  Ex-
penditures traced from paid ledger folder to clearing of bank statement and posting of expense fund 
designation.  Payroll records have been examined and compared to payroll tax returns filed.  Petty 
Cash Ledger has been examined.  Quicken reports have been cross referenced to the 2023 Annual 
Report provided at the Annual Meeting. 
Records have been found to be in order with minimum items noted to Treasurer, with minor recom-
mendations for future handling. 
Submitted by: 
 

 Maria Caron 
Sandy Gonsowski 
Kim Pepin  

 

(Copies of the full audit report are available in the church office.) 
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Pastor’s Report 
 
Greetings and peace to you, 
 

As we complete another year in partnership of 
ministry, I am very pleased with the direction the congre-
gation continues to go. Last year in my report to the con-
gregation I wrote “[in 2023] we continued to build back 
some of our programming that had not been present 
since before the pandemic.” If I were to characterize 
2024 in a similar fashion I would say that in 2024 Im-
manuel continues to follow the direction of the Holy Spir-
it in fulfilling her mission of Loving God, Loving People. 
We as a congregation no longer look back to what we 
were before the pandemic but rather where we are and 
where God is calling us. 

 
 I am grateful for each and every one of you. This 
congregation is defined by its members. Together we 
work to live into our baptismal vows and to fulfill the mis-
sion of this congregation “Loving God, Loving People”. 
We walk together in joyous moments, and we sit togeth-
er in grief. We serve alongside one another, and we al-
low ourselves to be served. It continues to be my great 
privilege to serve with the people of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Escanaba. 
 

This year we celebrated three baptisms as we welcomed the newly baptized into God’s family 
and our community at Immanuel. Every baptism brings me great joy but the three we celebrated this 
year stick out to me as a reminder of the intergenerational power of the gospel. We baptized an 
adult, a pre-teen, and an infant. God’s grace and love is for all of us regardless of where we are in 
our life journey. The door to being welcomed into God’s family is always open, we are never to 

young or too old. 
 
We continue to be a growing congregation. We have seen a 
7% increase in average attendance in-person 2023 to 2024, 
and have seen a 22% increase in our online viewership from 
2023 to 2024. As you will see in the financial reports, the con-
gregation’s offerings continue to increase allowing us to sus-
tain the wonderful ministry we are doing. Regular giving in-
crease 15% across the congregation and designated giving 
was exceptional as we worked to retire the roof debt. Paying 
off the roof mortgage was a huge task taken on by this con-
gregation. Your generosity in retiring that debt will allow us to 
put our time and resources into the new places God is calling 
us. We continue to grow in our faith as well. We continue to 
grow in the ministry and work we do in the community. We are 
grateful for your generosity in your volunteering and your re-
sources. 
 
  

Pastor Mike baptizes Iann 

Pastor Mike reads the baptismal vows to 
Becky during her baptism 



2024 Annual Report Page 11 

 

One area where we are placing energy and 
resources right now is in our children’s ministry. 
Over the past year we have started to build new 
momentum in our youth and family ministry. Sun-
day school had been sporadic as we had low 
numbers of youth. At times no kids were present, 
but that’s not to say we didn’t have children con-
nected to our ministry. We had conversations with 
parents and our volunteers to see how we could 
meet the spiritual needs of their families in a way 
that works for them. This fall Traci Corrigan and 
parents of our youth led an effort to have a mid-
week children’s program on Wednesday’s over-
lapping with confirmation. The first two events 
were with great success as we had 6 kids partici-
pate in each event. We hope to carry that energy 
into 2025. 

 
This past year I completed the course work 

for Executive Certificate in Religious Fundraising 
through Indiana University Purdue University Indi-
anapolis’ Lilly School of Philanthropy. This educa-
tional opportunity expanded my skillset as we nav-
igated the capital campaign. In 2025, I have been 
accepted into the grant funded project ‘Faith For-
ward’, through Grandview University in Des 
Moines, Iowa. I will be working with lay leaders at 
Immanuel to develop and equip members of the 
congregation to pass on their faith to the next generations in their life, their children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. This education opportunity will give us the support of the faculty of the uni-
versity and colleagues in the cohort from across the nation. This year-long opportunity will provide 
an opportunity to explore this approach in a practical way as it relates to Immanuel.  

 
 As we conclude our year and look into the next one, it is my hope that we all continue to grow 
deeper in our faith, build stronger relationships within our congregations and continue to see where 
God is calling us to serve in our community and across the globe. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Mike Markwell 

Pastor Mike baptizes Ezra. 
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Membership Record for 2024 

MEMBERSHIP RECORD 

 
January 1, 2024 Active 141 

 Inactive  55 

 Total 196 

 

December 31, 2024 Active 122 

 Inactive 75 

 Total 197 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

January – December 2024 

   * In-person                       3,304 
   
 ** On-line worshippers       1,443 
 
Total Worshippers:            4,747 
 
Weekly Average: In-person       64 
                                
                            On-line           28 
                                
Total  Weekly Average:           92 
 
 
Ash Wednesday, Midweek Lent and Advent,    
and Christmas Eve are included in these 
numbers. 

PARISH REPORT 
 

Baptisms 
 Ezra John Sarnowski  4-7-24 
Becky Ann Savard   6-23-24 
Iann William Blunt  9-15-24 

 
Deaths 

Marlene Ehle 
September 6, 1940 - February 2, 2024 

 
Eric Mallard * 

 March 24, 1999 - March 25, 2024  
 

Donna Lewis 
 September 29, 1941– April 2, 2024 

 
John W. Miller * 

August 20, 1962 - March 13, 2024 
 

Willard Mattson 
February 20, 1937 - June 19, 2024 

 
Julianne K. Servant 

October 17, 1948 - October 17, 2024 
 

Harriet Masta 
February,1, 1930 - September 24, 2024 

 
James “Jim” Judson 

   
   *non-member 

 
Marriages 

None 
 

New Members 
W. John and Terry Frankenstein 

Tyler, Avalina and Melvin Frankenstein 
 

Students Confirmed  
  

 First Communicants 
 

High School Graduates 
Elliot Corrigan 
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President’s Message  

“Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, 
 and you will have them.” 
  -Mark 11:22-24   
 
 
Congregation Members, 
 
This has been an amazing year of our congregation coming together to work towards eliminating 
our loan for the roof repairs.  We have succeeded in paying of the remaining balance!!  So many 
people stepped up to run various fundraisers such as the rummage sale, special meals, coin 
drives, candy sales, etc.  It has been amazing to watch.  Thank you to Sandy Sovey, Sam Barton, 
and Pastor Mike for being on the Capitol Campaign Committee with me.  We cannot thank our 
anonymous match donor enough; it helped us get to the finish line and we are blessed by their 
generosity.  It truly takes a village, and this village showed up to make it happen. 
 
Giving has increased along with new members.  We are headed in the right direction.  Moving for-
ward, the council will work on getting our budget back in the black, establish funds for the property 
committee, and work on communication between committees. 
 
Thank you for the support in the continued work that we do. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Gary Corrigan   
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                         Outreach Report 
  
 I can’t believe another year has gone by!  They aren’t kidding 
when they said as you get older the years fly! 
  The Outreach Team had another busy year and with the help of 
the congregation we accomplished much. 
Mitten Tree (106 mittens, hats, gloves, and scarves were distribut-
ed to 3 schools) 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans (3 boxes off toiletries along with a 
check for $230 that we collected at our Soup Suppers during 
Lent.) 
2 Red Cross Blood Drives (55 units of blood were collected) 
2 Bay College Meals ( Over 120 students were fed) Diaper Drive 
for Mission of Hope ( over $1,000 of diapers were donated) Partici-
pated in Mission of Hope ( Also a check for $500 was given) Fall 
Harvest Collection ( Over $600 worth of groceries collected) Trunk 
or Treat ( Held together with Christian Park) Operation Christmas 
Child Shoe Box (29 shoe boxes were filled plus money for ship-
ping) 
 
Monetary Donations were given to: 
Mission of Hope 
ELCA World Hunger 
Bay Cliff 
Jacobetti Home for Veterans 
Memory Care Center 
East Ludington Gallery 
Harvest of Harmony for Advertising 
Pregnancy Services of Delta County 
Fortune Lake Camp  
Thank you to the Team members that headed up these projects and to everyone that helped do 
God’s Work by supporting them. 
 
Financial Report 
Beginning Balance: $1,779.61 
    Income: $3,044.27 
    Expenses:$3,633.23 
Ending Balance:$1,190.65 
 
We are always looking for new ideas and 
members.  
Outreach Team: 
Barb Noblet, Mary Ciminskie, Deb Barton, 
Lynn Burak, Jean Chapman, Gail Johnson, 
Sandy Sovey, Sandy Gonsowski, Donna 
Woerpel. 
Thank you  everyone again for supporting 
Outreach here at Immanuel and in our com-
munity. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Barb Noblet Chairperson Immanuel Volunteers at Mission of Hope. 

A donor at one of Outreach team’s 2 
Red Cross blood drives.  
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Property & Management Report  

It is good to start a property on a high note and that would be paying off our debt on the roof project! 
Our congregation stepped up big time to pay this large debt off in such a short time. I am,and I think 
most of us are very grateful for anonymous for the anonymous donor who helped us with the match-
ing funds. We are very lucky to have a congregation that always seems to come together and be so 
generous!  
 
We however ran into some unexpected issues with a circulation pump on the boiler that had to re-
placed and quite expensive. We however did get it replaced but unfortunately the motor burned out 
three months later. Thankfully we had a warranty on it and it was replaced at no cost. 
 
On another note we had our handicapped door openers installed and a big thank you to Jim Franks 
for taking on this project with the help of Pastor Mike! The property committee was able to get the 
fence in the south parking lot installed with money from an anonymous donor and the can drive 
which so many people bought in their cans and bottles. We raised over $300 towards this effort and 
more money coming in from the can drive. A big thank you to all the people and the generosity you 
have shown here at Immanuel throughout the year!  
 
I would like to thank all our volunteer snow shovelers and our lawn care people and we could use 
more volunteers in this area .Some of our property committee people are getting older and we could 
use some younger members to step up and take over some these activities .Thank you Lord for 
looking over our faithful church and congregation. 
 
Submitted by property committee co-chair  
Tom Kozar with Terry Anderson  
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Children’s Ministry Report 
 
This year in Children’s Ministry has 
changed a bit.  Last school year we 
did not have any children’s program-
ming.  However, this fall we have start-
ed up again.  We started Sunday 
school in the traditional way on Sun-
day mornings.  This included two chil-
dren who would regularly attend.  After 
conversation with the parent of those 
children, I was made aware that we 
could potentially have more children if 
we switched to Wednesday evenings.  
After some conversations, it was de-
cided that we would switch to Wednes-
day evening and would coincide our 
times with confirmation class on every other Wednesday.  This has proven successful.  We now 
have five children that regularly attend, and we are hoping to add a few more.  There are currently 
three children who are here on Wednesday nights for confirmation class.  Up until this point, I have 
been piecing together a curriculum, but I have ordered a curriculum book that will make lesson 
plans for all ages.   
 

I also purchased items for goodie bags to hand out to children who attended Christmas Eve wor-
ship.  Twelve bags were handed out. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Traci Corrigan 
Director of Children’s Ministry 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth and volunteers listen as Traci teaches. 

Confirmation students enjoy pizza during our Wednesday night class. 
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Worship and Music Report 
 
The worship and music committee plans the weekly worship ser-
vices as well as special services throughout the year. This includes 
hymn picking, selecting liturgical settings, incorporating special litur-
gical elements like candle lighting for All Saints Sunday, blessing of 
the quilts, our outdoor worship and much more. 
 
Highlights of this year’s worship and music committee include the 
dedication of the new Pentecost banners in May. We are thankful to 
Lynn Burak who made them. We also had a combined worship ser-
vice this year with Bethany Lutheran at the Escanaba Marketplace to 
kick off our joint worship with Bethany Lutheran. We celebrated 60 
years of worship and ministry in our current building in the fall of 
2024. 

 
 

This past year we wished our former Music Director Tim 
Worth well, as he and his family relocated to Lower 
Michigan. Tim’s Last Sunday with us was Easter. A 
search for a new musician was launched and in June we 
were excited to bring Jeanne LaCosse on board. 
Jeanne brings a wealth of experience as an accompa-
nist and choir director. Jeanne’s musical gifts continue 
to lead and inspire our worship whether it’s on piano or 
organ. 
 
In addition to Sunday services, this past year worship 
and music planned holy week service including hosting 

the ecumenical good Friday worship, Maundy Thursday. We had Ash Wednesday and mid-week 
Lenten worship as well as a new coffee house style mid-week Advent worship. 
 
We look forward to continuing to plan engaging, innovative, and spirit-filled worship in the coming 
year. 
 
Respectfully, 
Pastor Mike 
 

Worshipers sing Silent Night during  
Christmas Eve Worship 

Pastor Mike reads “The Quiltmakers 
Gift” as part of a Children’s sermon 

Parishioners gather at Besse Park for our outdoor worship 
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN (ILCW) ANNUAL REPORT  
JANUARY – DECEMBER 2024 

 
 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN (ILCW) ANNUAL REPORT JANUARY – DECEM-
BER 2024 
*We had a successful Lenten Breakfast on February 10th.  We served over 100 people with “Find Your Mis-
sion” as the theme for our program.  Pastor Mike Markwell had a message for us, and as usual we had a cou-
ple of soloists and The Remnants singing for us. In addition, Linda and Dave Mason sang a duet.   
 
*Our ILCW group continues to send out cards to our shut-in’s, with Char Scheeneman leading this endeav-
or. Please let her know of anyone we should send cards to.  At Christmas Barb Noblet, Barb Denny and Pastor 
Mike delivered gifts which included lotions, socks, large print word search books, mixed nuts and other items 
donated from the congregation to the shut-ins.  It is a pleasure to be able to see how much they appreciate the 
visit and gifts.  
 
*Barb Denny and Barb Noblet attended the Fall SWO Convention at Fortunate Lake held September 20th. 
Scholarships are available if anyone is interested in attending our SWO (Synodical Women’s Organization) 
Retreat held in the fall each year. Please contact Barbara Denny if you’re the least bit interested in attending. 
 
*Donated 100 quilts to Lutheran World Relief and the people in North Carolina in October.  We meet on 
Monday mornings from nine to noon. Anyone is welcome to join us, that means if you have a friend who is a 
member of a different church, invite them to join us. We haven’t started evening quilting this year, anyone 
interested?  Contact Barbara Denny and we’ll try to pick an evening that works.  All the donations of sheets 
and material is much appreciated. Thanks to each of you. 
 
*We held three pasty sales raising over $7,500.00. 
 
*Service Groups: Served food at 4 funerals.  This is something our ladies continue to do whenever a family 
requests us to serve.  Everyone who is able to donate food and their time is so very much appreciated by the 
families. 
 
*Officers for the ILCW are: President, Barbara Denny; Vice President, Gail Johnson; Secretary, Cindy  at 
5:30 p.m.   Our next meeting is March 10th.  All the women of Immanuel are considered members, we would 
love to have you join us.   
 
*Our Lenten Breakfast and Musical Program is scheduled for March 1, 2025.  We appreciate all the help 
we get in this endeavor.  Our theme is “Waiting for God’s Time.” 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Barbara Denny, President 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Women 

               Treasurer's Report December 31, 2024

Balance as of December 31, 2022 $1,230.80

ILCW Account Savings & Checking

December 2022 Balance $1,112.49
December 2023 Balance $1,433.65

Pasties Account

December 2022 Balance $118.31
December 2023 Balance $118.31

Balance as of December 31, 2023 $1,551.96

Respectfully Submitted,

Maria Luisa Caron
Treasurer
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(Continues on next page) 
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(Continued) 

(Continues on next page) 
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 2024 Council Members, Officers, and Delegates 

Name Term Elected at this 
Annual Meeting 

Term Expires at this 
Annual Meeting Nominations for 2025 

Current Council Members 

Richard LaCosse 1st 2023 2025  Willing to Stand for Second Term 
Dave Mason 1st 2024 2026  n/a 
Katie Stewart 1st 2023 2025 Willing to stand for a second term 

Marylin Nobel 1st 2023 2025 Willing to stand for a second term 

Gloria Johnson 1st 2024 2026 n/a 

Vacant (up  to 2 additional 

members       
 

Additional Nominations 
Current Congregational Officers 

Gary Corrigan (President) 1st 2023 2025  Willing to stand for second Term 
Charlene Scheeneman (Vice 

President) 1st 2023 2025  Willing to Stand for second Term 

Vacant (Secretary) 2nd    Needs Nomination 
Mary Ciminskie (Treasurer)   Appointed 2023   

2022 ELECTED POSITIONS AND STAFF OF IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Audit Committee 

Sandy Gonsowski 1st 2024 2027  

Kim Pepin 2nd 2023 2026   
Maria Caron 1st 2022 2025 Needs Nomination 

Investment Advisory Board 
Jim Franks 2nd 2022 2025 Needs Nomination 

Tom Kozar 2nd 2022 2025 Needs Nomination 
Richard LaCosse 1st 2024 2027   

Synod Convention Delegates for 2025 in addition to Pastor Mike 
May 15-17, Marquette 

2024: Judy LaCosse, Craig Worepel,  Needs nominations (2) 

Fortune Lake Delegates in addition to Pastor Mike 
April 27, 2pm (CST) Crystal Falls, WI 

2024: Sandy Sovey and Rachel Markwell Needs Nominations (2) 
Delta Conference Delegates in Addition to Pastor Mike 

March 2, 3pm @ Bethany Lutheran, Perkins 
The fall meeting is usually first Sunday in October 

 
2024: Dave Mason and Barb Denny Needs Nominations (2) 

Nominating Committee for 2026 meeting in Addition to Pastor Mike 

2024: Ralph Johnson, Katie Stewart, Traci Corrigan Need nominations (5) 

STAFF 
Pastor: Mike Markwell                                                                 Financial Secretary: Kim Pepin 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Finlan  

Custodian: Misty Mason                                                               Musician: Jeanne LaCosse 
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